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		                        We are CIS Kyle Smith, Principal
Lori Reiher,Counselor
Lydia Miller, Nurse
Phone: 217/854-9523
Fax: 217/854-3417



               Be Kind, Nice, & Thoughtful
“News From the Office”
	Dear CIS Families,  [image: ]
    The 3rd quarter of our 25-26 school year is here! We hope that everyone enjoyed their Christmas break; we are ready to see all of our students back at CIS! Though the weather is mild right now, please make sure that your student(s) are dressed appropriately. We will go outside as long as the state guidelines allow it. Coats, hats, gloves, etc are a must.

With cold weather here and winter storms a possibility, I would like to remind you that Skylert is our first way to contact you about an all-remote learning day. If you miss the call and have voicemail, Skylert does leave a message. You can also check the district web site at www.cusd1.com, district Facebook page, or St. Louis television stations KSDK, KTVI, KPLR, KMOV or Springfield WICS. It is extremely important that you notify the school or update your information in Skyward Family Access if your phone number changes, including your work number. We send general information via email through Skylert, so keep your e-mail updated as well.  Please contact the office if you need help updating this information at 217-854-9523.   


Remote Learning Days
IF a REMOTE LEARNING DAY is announced for CUSD students, the following procedures will be used for Carlinville Intermediate School students; 

For students in 3rd and 4th grade:  
Snow Day Packets were sent home for every student. Your child’s teacher has included what is expected to be completed for each remote learning day.  Students should bring the completed assignment upon returning to school.  

Students in 5th grade: 
Students are expected to LOG ON as they would for a normal school day.  Students should complete the Daily Check-In by 9:00 am.  Students should complete the assigned work posted by their teacher by the next school day.  Your child’s teacher is available during the day from 8:00-11:00 and 1:00-2:30.


A Note from the Principal
R- E- S- P- E- C- T
In 1967, Aretha Franklin released the hit song, Respect, a rearrangement of Otis Redding’s 1965 song. While it was largely an anthem for women empowerment, it was also a song that spoke to the times. In her 1999 autobiography, Aretha Franklin called the song Respect, “an ongoing blessing” in her life. She stated, “It was the need of a nation,” she said, “the need of the average man and woman in the street, the businessman, the mother, the fireman, the teacher—everyone wanted respect.” [1]
Aretha Franklin’s song stands the test of time, it is just as relevant now as it was back then. Respect is one of the core things we need in our lives in order to be successful. We believe this to be true of each and every one of our students. While we constantly remind our students to be outwardly respectful to others and the physical school building, we also recognize that respect is a character trait that starts from within and works its way out and extends to people and things. Respect starts with the self; we want our students to believe they were created with gifts, skills, and talents, and most importantly potential to learn and grow. We do this because we believe that respecting yourself is one of the most important attributes you need in order to be successful both now and later on in life. Moreover, respect for self, prompts others to treat you with dignity and respect. Confucius stated it well when he said, “Respect yourself and others will respect you.” So, Otis and Aretha were wiser than they knew, when they popularized the notion of RESPECT. We all want it, need it, and need to give it. Even, “just a little bit.”
[1] https://americansongwriter.com/

Guidance Notes from Mrs. Reiher
With the changing of the calendar, I like to reflect on the previous year’s accomplishments as well as what I can improve personally and professionally.  Yes, it’s New Year’s resolution time! As a parent of two adult children and one high schooler, I’m always open to hearing good ideas from other parents.  I’ve compiled a list of possible resolutions for parents. 1. Unplug More.  Put down the device and involve your kids in chatting, cooking, going for a walk, etc.  They grow up so fast - take time to savor them now while you can. 2. Listen More; Talk At Less.  Ask your child, “What do you think? How are you feeling? Tell me about it.  What would you do?” 3. Don’t Skimp on Bedtime.  No matter how old your child is, taking time to tuck them in is a great way to bond. 4. Light Up More.  Maya Angelou once asked, “Does your face light up when your child enters the room?”  Don’t miss this precious opportunity every day. I wish you all the best as we begin 2026.  Please reach out if you have any concerns about your child.  

Attendance

The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) requires each public school in Illinois to report student attendance.  ISBE designates a student as “Chronically Absent” if they missed 10% or more of the school year regardless of excuse.   Schools are also required to compile the attendance numbers for students who are absent without a “valid cause.”  Students who are absent without a valid cause are unexcused.  Students with nine (9) unexcused absences are considered truant. After 9 absences, any absence, even when called in by a parent, will be marked unexcused without a Doctor’s excuse. Families will receive letters from the school when a student has missed 10 days of school (including both excused and unexcused absences).  Letters will also be sent stating the number of unexcused absences the students have accrued.  Please refer to the CUSD Elementary Parent/Student Handbook for more information regarding the Elementary Attendance Policy. [image: ]

Nurses Corner

Happy New Year! We are so excited to see the students back at school!
When to keep your child home from school with illness:

*A student with a fever (a temperature of 100.4°F or higher) must stay home from school for at least 24 hours after they no longer have a fever, without the use of fever-reducing medicine.

*A student with severe cold symptoms such as consistent coughing or significant lack of energy should stay home until symptoms improve.

*Keep a student at home if they’re diagnosed with strep throat. They can return to school 24 hours after antibiotic treatment has been started.

*A student with any vomiting or diarrhea must stay home until diarrhea/vomit free for 24 hours.

*A student with pink eye (conjunctivitis) should be kept at home until evaluated by a medical provider and return to school 24 hours after beginning antibiotic treatment.

*Do not send a student with a rash to school until evaluated by a medical provider – especially with additional symptoms like itching, fever or appearing ill.
Parent Council

We have a team of committed parents who meet with Mr. Smith, Mrs. Lori Reiher, and teachers once a month. The purpose of the council is to provide an opportunity for parents and members of the school staff to meet regularly in order to improve communication, address concerns, and work together to support and improve the school for our students. Here is a list of parents on the Council. 
· Justin/AmandaCraig
· Josh/Lacey Manning
· Lisa Wise
· Susan Emery
· Christoper/Meleah Vaughn
· Eric/Laura Boehm
· Brandon Little

Please reach out to any of the parents or staff on the council to find out more information, answer questions, or discuss topics and/or concerns.  

	Key Dates  

January 5 
Teacher Institute Day
No Student Attendance

January 6
     Students Return

January  9
       Report Cards
Issued

January 12
After School Tutoring Resumes

January 19
No School - Martin
Luther King Day                                                                                                                                                 

February 9-13 
Great Kindness Challenge Week 

February 12
No School - 
Lincoln’s Birthday

February 13
Valentines Day Parties


CIS Character Theme for January 

[image: ]


Showing high regard for self, other people and property






After School Tutoring

After school tutoring will resume on Monday, January 12th. As a reminder, tutoring will take place Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays from 3:10-3:45 [image: ]
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